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Introduction

• Hello and welcome!

• What is microfilm?

• How can microfilm help you?

• What kind of records can you find on microfilm?

• The complete microfilm experience

• Steps to set you up

• Pieces that are included

• The cleanup

• Microfilm upkeep

• Conclusion 



100 West Broadway
Frankfort, KY 40601

history.ky.gov
(502) 564-1792

What is Microfilm?

• Resource that provides you with information.

• Typically, is a roll of film that contains copies of documents or records.

• May have multiple rolls to cover particular records or subjects.
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What is Microfilm?
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How Can Microfilm Help You?

• It can provide you with records or documents that may include 
information on one of your ancestors.

• It may be the key to solving a genealogy research mystery you may be 
facing.

• It could help you find certain records faster as compared to manually 
flipping through a book.
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What Kind of Records Can You Find on 
Microfilm?
• Birth records.

• Death records.

• Census records.

• Marriage records.

• Probate records.
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What Kind of Records Can You Find on 
Microfilm?
• Deeds.

• Court records.

• Military records.

• Tax books/lists.
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Birth Records

• 1852-1910.

• 1911 or later – Office of Vital Statistics.

• Hit or miss.
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Birth Records
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Death Records

• 1852-1910.

• 1911 or later – Office of Vital Statistics.

• Hit or miss.

• 1911-ca. 1965 Microfilm.
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Death Records



100 West Broadway
Frankfort, KY 40601

history.ky.gov
(502) 564-1792

Census Records

• You can learn several things from looking at a census.

• Birthplace.

• Age.

• Occupation.

• See who is living in same household.

• Later censuses included more information than earlier ones.
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Census Records
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Marriage Records

• 1852-1910.

• Pre 1852.

• Bonds.

• Registers.

• Certificates.
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Marriage Records
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Probate Records

• Wills.

• Find parents, siblings, children.

• Inventories.

• Guardianship.
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Probate Records
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Deeds 

• Can help you see what kind of land your ancestor may have owned.

• Can help you see where your ancestor may have lived or traveled over 
time.

• Help you see how much land your ancestor may have accrued over 
time.

• See who your ancestor may have interacted with.
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Deeds

• Franklin County deed book. 
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Court Records

• Chancery court cases.

• Order books.

• Lawsuits.

• May provide names of relatives or others that your ancestor knew.

• Dates.

• Locations.

• Help understand ancestor better. 
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Court Records
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Court Records

• Franklin County court 
records.

• Order book.
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Military Records

• Pensions.

• Muster rolls.

• Petitions.

• Lists/rosters of soldiers/veterans for different wars.

• Some service records – particularly for Civil War.

• Letter books of the Adjutant General of KY during Civil War.
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Military Records

• What type of information could you find in military records?

• Could learn age of ancestor.

• Learn where ancestor came from or their birthplace.

• Learn other birth information.

• Name of parents or other relatives.

• May get date of birth.
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Military Records

• 8th KY Infantry compiled 
service records Le-Mo.
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Tax Books/Lists

• Listings of individuals in a location who paid taxes in a particular year.

• Property.

• Income.

• Learn what ancestor may have owned.

• See relatives and others who may have lived near ancestor.

• See where ancestor may have lived at time.
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Tax Books/Lists
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Tax Books/Lists
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The Complete Microfilm Experience

• What does the complete microfilm experience entail?

• Steps to set you up

• Pieces that are included

• The cleanup
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Steps to Set You Up

• Decide what record or information you are looking for.

• Look in the catalog for the microfilm you need.

• Go to the microfilm cabinets in the open stacks area.

• Select the proper roll of microfilm and bring it up to the main library 
area.

• Start up the microfilm program on the computer and feed the roll of 
microfilm into the reader.
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Steps to Set You Up

• Select the type of microfilm on the computer program (positive or 
negative film).

• Tweak the different settings (brightness, zoom, rotation, etc.) so that 
you get the best viewing experience.

• Start searching! 
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Steps to Set You Up

• Home page you will begin at.
• Shows different microfilm roll 

options.
• Next two slides will show the 

different settings at your disposal. 
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Steps to Set You Up
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Steps to Set You Up
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Pieces That Are Included

• Box that stores microfilm

• Microfilm roll

• Microfilm reader

• Computer monitor

• Printer or thumb drive (optional)
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The Cleanup

• Click on the eject button.

• Double-click the small button right beside the eject button to activate 
the rewinding of the microfilm on the reader.

• Remove microfilm from reader and put back in box.

• Press red “x” in upper right corner to exit out of the microfilm 
program.

• This will reset the reader.

• Press the switch on the back of the reader to turn it off.
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Microfilm Upkeep

• It is important to keep microfilm in special locations to protect it.

• “Microfilm and microfiche should be stored in pH-neutral or alkaline-
buffered boxes or sleeves to prevent deterioration that might occur 
from acidic enclosures.” (ALA. Microfilm Handling).

• “Microforms are best protected by storing them in enclosed cabinets. 
Stainless steel cabinets with powder coatings of finely divided, 
synthetic polymer materials are fused onto steel. Powder-coated steel 
cabinets do not off-gas chemicals as baked enamel or wooden 
shelving is known to do.” (ALA. Microfilm Handling). 
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Contact Information

• Daniel Ware – Genealogy Librarian.

• Email – daniel.ware@ky.gov.

• Phone – 502-782-8098.

• Questions? Please contact me!

mailto:daniel.ware@ky.gov
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Conclusion

• Thank you!
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