
�( �&�5���:�0�6�3���$�) �*�-�%���3�&�" �%�:���5�0���3�&�" �%

%! 2, 9+
# ( ), $ ( / / $ +
, )4%2! # 9



7 ( ! 4+! 2%+%! 2, 9
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�#�F�G�P�S�F���B���D�I�J�M�E���T�U�B�S�U�T���M�F�B�S�O�J�O�H���U�P���S�F�B�E�

�U�I�F�Z���O�F�F�E���U�P���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q���D�F�S�U�B�J�O���T�L�J�M�M�T���U�P
�M�B�Z���U�I�F���G�P�V�O�E�B�U�J�P�O���G�P�S���U�I�F�J�S���M�J�U�F�S�B�D�Z��
�8 �J�U�I���U�I�F���I�F�M�Q���P�G���B�O���B�E�V�M�U�
���D�I�J�M�E�S�F�O
�D�B�O���Q�S�F�Q�B�S�F���G�P�S���T�D�I�P�P�M���B�O�E���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q
�U�I�F�J�S���S�F�B�E�J�O�H���T�L�J�M�M�T���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���W�B�S�J�P�V�T
�B�D�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T���B�O�E���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�T����

. ARRATIVE+3KILLS

0HONOLOGICAL+! WARENESS

, ETTER++NOWLEDGE

0RINT+! WARENESS

6OCABULARY

0RINT+- OTIVATION

3IX+EARLY+LITERACY+SKILLS+CHILDREN
NEED+BEFORE+LEARNING+TO+READ

�E�F�T�D�S�J�C�J�O�H���B�O�E���U�F�M�M�J�O�H���T�U�P�S�J�F�T

�L�O�P�X�J�O�H���X�P�S�E���T�P�V�O�E�T

�S�F�D�P�H�O�J�[�J�O�H���M�F�U�U�F�S�T

�O�P�U�J�D�J�O�H���X�P�S�E�T���B�O�E���M�F�U�U�F�S�T�
���G�P�M�M�P�X�J�O�H���X�P�S�E�T
�P�O���B���Q�B�H�F���B�O�E���L�O�P�X�J�O�H���I�P�X���U�P���I�P�M�E���B���C�P�P�L

�L�O�P�X�J�O�H���U�I�F���D�P�S�S�F�D�U���X�P�S�E�T���G�P�S���U�I�J�O�H�T

�J�O�U�F�S�F�T�U�F�E���J�O���C�P�P�L�T���B�O�E���S�F�B�E�J�O�H



&IVE+WAYS+TO+HELP+YOUR
CHILD+DEVELOP+THESE+SKILLS
! CCORDING+TO+THE+! MERICAN+, IBRARY
! SSOCIATION+%VERY+# HILD+2EADY+TO+2EAD
PROGRAM�+INCORPORATING+THESE+FIVE+PRACTICES
WILL+SUPPORT+THE+DEVELOPMENT+OF+THE+SIX
EARLY+LITERACY+SKILLS�

� �+4ALK+n+ORAL+LANGUAGE+AND+COMMUNICATION+
� �+3ING+n+INCLUDES+RHYMING
� �+2EAD+n+THE+MOST+IMPORTANT+PRACTICE+
� �+7 RITE+n+DEVELOPS+FINE+MOTOR+SKILLS
� �+0LAY+n+IS+THE+PRIMARY+WAY+CHILDREN+LEARN+

�*�O���U�I�J�T���C�P�P�L�M�F�U�
���Z�P�V���X�J�M�M���G�J�O�E���B�D�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T�

�U�J�Q�T�
���B�O�E���S�F�D�P�N�N�F�O�E�F�E���C�P�P�L�T���U�P
�T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U���U�I�F�T�F���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F�T���B�O�E���I�F�M�Q
�Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���E�F�W�F�M�P�Q���U�I�F�J�S���F�B�S�M�Z���M�J�U�F�S�B�D�Z
�T�L�J�M�M�T����



4! , +
$ EVELOPS+NARRATIVE+SKILLS�+VOCABULARY�+AND
PHONOLOGICAL+AWARENESS�

4ALKING+HELPS+INFANTS+AND+TODDLERS+LEARN+AND
DEVELOP+THEIR+OWN+LANGUAGE�+

4)03+! . $ +42)# +3

�����" �T�L���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���X�I�B�U���U�I�F�Z���U�I�J�O�L���X�J�M�M���I�B�Q�Q�F�O
�O�F�Y�U���J�O���B���C�P�P�L���Z�P�V���B�S�F���S�F�B�E�J�O�H��

�����3�F�B�E���T�U�P�S�J�F�T���X�J�U�I���S�F�Q�F�B�U�F�E���X�P�S�E�T���B�O�E���Q�I�S�B�T�F�T
�B�O�E���M�F�U���U�I�F���D�I�J�M�E���G�J�O�J�T�I���U�I�F���T�F�O�U�F�O�D�F���	�P�O�D�F
�U�I�F�Z���B�S�F���G�B�N�J�M�J�B�S���X�J�U�I���U�I�F���T�U�P�S�Z�
��

�����5�B�M�L���U�I�S�P�V�H�I���U�I�F���T�U�F�Q�T���P�G���E�B�J�M�Z���B�D�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T���M�J�L�F
�Q�S�F�Q�B�S�J�O�H���N�F�B�M�T�
���D�M�F�B�O�J�O�H�
���B�O�E���H�F�U�U�J�O�H���S�F�B�E�Z��

�����3�F�B�E���X�P�S�E�M�F�T�T���C�P�P�L�T���B�O�E���M�F�U���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���U�F�M�M
�Z�P�V���X�I�B�U���J�T���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�J�O�H���C�B�T�F�E���P�O���U�I�F���Q�J�D�U�V�S�F�T��

�����3�F�B�E���C�P�P�L�T���P�W�F�S���B�O�E���P�W�F�S�����5�I�J�T���I�F�M�Q�T���D�I�J�M�E�S�F�O
�V�O�E�F�S�T�U�B�O�E���T�U�P�S�J�F�T���B�O�E���B�M�M�P�X�T���U�I�F�N���U�P���Q�S�F�E�J�D�U
�X�I�B�U���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�T��



" ABY�S+FIRST+WORDS+
�C�Z���4�U�F�M�M�B���#�M�B�D�L�T�U�P�O�F

" ROWN+" EAR+" ROWN+" EAR
7 HAT+$ O+9OU+3EE+
�C�Z���#�J�M�M���. �B�S�U�J�O���+�S��

7 ORDLESS+BOOKS
�/�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���0�R�X�V�H���E�\���-�H�U�U�\���3�L�Q�N�Q�H�\
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q
�)�O�\���E�\���0 �D�U�N���7�H�D�J�X�H
2EPETITION+BOOKS
�2�Q�H���' �D�\���L�Q���W�K�H���(�X�F�D�O�\�S�W�X�V��
�(�X�F�D�O�\�S�W�X�V���7�U�H�H���E�\���' �D�Q�L�H�O
�%�H�U�Q�V�W�U�R�P
�2�O�G���0�D�F�' �R�Q�D�O�G���+�D�G���D���)�D�U�P���E�\
�-�D�Q�H���&�D�E�U�H�U�D
�)�L�Y�H���/�L�W�W�O�H���0�R�Q�N�H�\�V���-�X�P�S�L�Q�J���R�Q
�W�K�H���%�H�G���E�\���(�L�O�H�H�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�H�O�R�Z

+EEP+READING

�1�P�J�O�U���P�V�U���P�C�K�F�D�U�T���J�O���U�I�F��
�C�P�P�L���B�O�E���B�T�L���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���X�I�B�U
�U�I�F�Z���B�S�F��

�0�O�D�F���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���I�F�B�S�T���U�I�F
�S�F�Q�F�U�J�U�J�P�O���P�G���U�I�F���C�P�P�L�
���M�F�U���U�I�F�N
�G�J�O�J�T�I���U�I�F���T�F�O�U�F�O�D�F�T�����*�G���U�I�F�Z
�O�F�F�E���I�F�M�Q�
���U�V�S�O���U�I�F���Q�B�H�F���U�P
�T�I�P�X���U�I�F���O�F�Y�U���B�O�J�N�B�M�����-�F�U���U�I�F�N
�U�F�M�M���Z�P�V���X�I�B�U���U�I�F���B�O�J�N�B�M���J�T��

�5�I�J�T���T�I�P�X�T���B���D�I�J�M�E���I�P�X���B
�D�P�O�W�F�S�T�B�U�J�P�O���N�P�W�F�T���B�M�P�O�H�����6�T�F
�E�J�G�G�F�S�F�O�U���W�P�J�D�F�T���G�P�S���U�I�F
�D�I�B�S�B�D�U�F�S�T���T�P���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���D�B�O���U�F�M�M
�U�I�F���D�I�B�S�B�D�U�F�S�T���B�Q�B�S�U��

�"�T�L���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���X�I�B�U���J�T���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�J�O�H
�J�O���U�I�J�T���X�P�S�E�M�F�T�T���T�U�P�S�Z�����-�F�U���U�I�F�N
�S�F�B�E���U�I�F���Q�J�D�U�V�S�F�T���B�O�E���G�J�H�V�S�F���P�V�U
�U�I�F���B�D�U�J�P�O����

�5�I�J�T���C�P�P�L���V�T�F�T���B���N�B�E�F���V�Q
�M�B�O�H�V�B�H�F�����"�T���Z�P�V���S�F�B�E���X�J�U�I
�Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E�
���B�T�L���U�I�F�N���X�I�B�U���U�I�F�Z
�U�I�J�O�L���J�T���I�B�Q�Q�F�O�J�O�H�����. �P�T�U���P�G���U�I�F
�T�F�O�U�F�O�D�F�T���T�P�V�O�E���M�J�L�F���&�O�H�M�J�T�I
�	�%�V���J�[���U�B�L���� ���X�I�B�U���J�T���U�I�B�U�
����

4! , ++
%LEPHANT+AND+0IGGIE
�C�Z���. �P���8 �J�M�M�F�N�T

7 OLF+IN+THE+3NOW+
�C�Z���. �B�U�U�I�F�X���$�P�S�E�F�M�M

�4�D�B�O���G�P�S���U�I�F
�G�V�M�M���C�P�P�L�M�J�T�U

�#�P�P�L�T���� ���*�O�U�F�S�B�D�U�J�P�O�T

$ U+)Z+4AK+
�C�Z���$�B�S�T�P�O���&�M�M�J�T��



�����$�M�B�Q���B�M�P�O�H���U�P���T�P�O�H�T���B�O�E���S�I�Z�N�F�T���T�P���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���D�B�O
�E�F�W�F�M�P�Q���B���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���S�I�Z�U�I�N��

�����4�J�O�H���B�O�E���E�B�O�D�F���E�V�S�J�O�H���U�I�F���E�B�Z��
�����. �B�L�F���Z�P�V�S���P�X�O���J�O�T�U�S�V�N�F�O�U�T���o���V�T�F���B���T�Q�P�P�O���U�P���E�S�V�N�


�G�J�M�M���B���Q�M�B�T�U�J�D���C�P�U�U�M�F���X�J�U�I���S�J�D�F���P�S���D�F�S�F�B�M��
�����. �B�L�F�V�Q���T�P�O�H�T���B�C�P�V�U���U�I�F���B�D�U�J�W�J�U�J�F�T���Z�P�V���E�P

�U�I�S�P�V�H�I�P�V�U���U�I�F���E�B�Z��
�����6�T�F���T�P�O�H�T���U�P���N�P�U�J�W�B�U�F���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���E�V�S�J�O�H���D�I�P�S�F�T

�	�D�M�F�B�O���V�Q���T�P�O�H�
���U�I�J�T���J�T���U�I�F���X�B�Z���X�F���X�B�T�I���P�V�S���I�B�J�S�
��

3). '
$ EVELOPS+PHONOLOGICAL+AWARENESS+AND+VOCABULARY�

3INGING+SLOWS+LANGUAGE+DOWN+FOR+KIDS+TO+HEAR+THE
SOUNDS+OF+WORDS�+
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4HE+2ICE+IN+THE+0OT+' OES
2OUND+� +2OUND++
�C�Z���8 �F�O�E�Z���8 �B�O���-�P�O�H���4�I�B�O�H��

0ETE+THE+# AT�+&IVE+
, ITTLE+$ UCKS+
�C�Z���+�B�N�F�T���%�F�B�O��

2OW+ROW+ROW+YOUR+BOAT+
�C�Z���:�V���) �T�V�B�O���) �V�B�O�H����

�1�P�J�O�U���P�V�U���S�I�Z�N�J�O�H���X�P�S�E�T���U�P���Z�P�V�S
�D�I�J�M�E���B�T���Z�P�V���S�F�B�E��

�4�D�B�O���G�P�S���U�I�F
�G�V�M�M���C�P�P�L�M�J�T�U

2HYMING+BOOKS
�/�L�W�W�O�H���%�O�X�H���7�U�X�F�N���E�\���$�O�L�F�H
�6�F�K�H�U�W�O�H
�/�O�D�P�D���/�O�D�P�D���5�H�G���3�D�M�D�P�D���E�\
�$�Q�Q�D���' �H�Z�G�Q�H�\
�3�R�X�W���3�R�X�W���)�L�V�K���E�\���' �H�E�R�U�D�K
�' �L�H�V�H�Q
. URSERY+RHYMES
�0�R�W�K�H�U���* �R�R�V�H���* �R�H�V���W�R���,�Q�G�L�D
�E�\���. �D�E�L�U���6�H�K�J�D�O
�0�\���9�H�U�\���)�L�U�V�W���0�R�W�K�H�U���* �R�R�V�H
�E�\���,�R�Q�D���2�S�L�H���D�Q�G���5�R�V�H�P�D�U�\
�: �H�O�O�V
�(�U�L�F���&�D�U�O�H�B�V���7�Z�L�Q�N�O�H���7�Z�L�Q�N�O�H
�/�L�W�W�O�H���6�W�D�U���D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U���1�X�U�V�H�U�\
�5�K�\�P�H�V

+EEP+READING

�( �F�U���V�Q���B�O�E���N�P�W�F���X�J�U�I��
�U�I�F���D�I�B�S�B�D�U�F�S�T��

( ONEY+FOR+9OU�+( ONEY
&OR+- E+
�C�Z���. �J�D�I�B�F�M���3�P�T�F�O��

�. �B�L�F���V�Q���N�P�W�F�N�F�O�U�T���U�P���H�P
�X�J�U�I���F�B�D�I���W�F�S�T�F��

3). ' +�#�P�P�L�T���� ���*�O�U�F�S�B�D�U�J�P�O�T

�-�F�U���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���N�B�L�F���U�I�F
�R�V�B�D�L�J�O�H���O�P�J�T�F�T��

�$�B�O���Z�P�V���N�B�L�F���V�Q���Z�P�V�S���P�X�O
�W�F�S�T�F���X�J�U�I���E�J�G�G�F�S�F�O�U���B�O�J�N�B�M�T� 

7 E�RE+' OING+ON+A+
" EAR+( UNT+
�C�Z���. �J�D�I�B�F�M���3�P�T�F�O



2%! $
$ EVELOPS+PRINT+AWARENESS�+NARRATIVE+SKILLS�
PHONOLOGICAL+AWARENESS�+VOCABULARY�+PRINT
MOTIVATION�+AND+LETTER+KNOWLEDGE�

3HARING+AND+READING+BOOKS+WITH+YOUR+CHILD+IS+ONE+OF
THE+MOST+ESSENTIAL+ACTIVITIES+TO+PREPARE+A+CHILD+FOR
READING�

4)03+! . $ +42)# +3
�����3�F�B�E���X�J�U�I���F�Y�Q�S�F�T�T�J�P�O���B�O�E���U�I�F�B�U�S�J�D�T�����$�S�F�B�U�F���W�P�J�D�F�T

�B�O�E���T�P�V�O�E�T���G�P�S���U�I�F���D�I�B�S�B�D�U�F�S�T���B�O�E���U�I�F�J�S���B�D�U�J�P�O�T��
�����-�F�U���U�I�F���D�I�J�M�E���I�P�M�E���U�I�F���C�P�P�L���B�O�E���U�V�S�O���U�I�F���Q�B�H�F�T��
�����, �F�F�Q���C�P�P�L�T���B�M�X�B�Z�T���J�O���S�F�B�D�I�������I�B�W�F���T�P�N�F���J�O���F�W�F�S�Z

�S�P�P�N���B�O�E���U�I�F���D�B�S����
�����-�F�U���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���D�I�P�P�T�F���X�I�B�U���C�P�P�L�T���Z�P�V���S�F�B�E�
���F�J�U�I�F�S

�G�S�P�N���U�I�F���M�J�C�S�B�S�Z���P�S���G�S�P�N���Z�P�V�S���I�P�N�F��
�����1�P�J�O�U���U�P���U�I�F���X�P�S�E�T���J�O���C�P�P�L�T���B�T���Z�P�V���S�F�B�E���U�I�F�N���U�P

�C�S�J�O�H���B�U�U�F�O�U�J�P�O���U�P���I�P�X���Z�P�V�S���F�Z�F�T���T�I�P�V�M�E���N�P�W�F
�B�D�S�P�T�T���U�I�F���Q�B�H�F��



)NTERACTIVE+" OOKS
�%�X�Q�Q�\���6�O�R�S�H�V���E�\���&�O�D�X�G�L�D���5�X�H�G�D
�3�O�D�\���7�K�L�V���%�R�R�N���E�\���-�H�V�V�L�F�D���<�R�X�Q�J
�' �R�Q�B�W���3�X�V�K���W�K�H���%�X�W�W�R�Q�����E�\���%�L�O�O���&�R�W�W�H�U
&UN+2EAD+! LOUDS
�&�K�L�F�N�D���&�K�L�F�N�D���%�R�R�P���%�R�R�P���E�\���%�L�O�O���0�D�U�W�L�Q���-�U��
�,���: �D�Q�W���0�\���+�D�W���%�D�F�N���E�\���-�R�Q���. �O�D�V�V�H�Q
�7�K�H���%�R�R�N���: �L�W�K���1�R���3�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���E�\���%�-���1�R�Y�D�N

+EEP+READING

�4�D�B�O���G�P�S���U�I�F
�G�V�M�M���C�P�P�L�M�J�T�U
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